
You may have heard that "Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho," 

but you may not have heard 
much else about the biblical 
book of Joshua. Because of 
its association with violence 
and conquest, it has been 
quietly swept under the 
liturgical rug. There are only 
four passages from Joshua in 
the Lectionary, and so it is 
seldom taught or preached. 
But is the focus of the book really on wholesale “conquest”? 
Did Joshua and the earliest Israelites really commit genocide 
against the native peoples of Canaan?  What do we have to 
learn from the story of the Canaanite prostitute, Rahab? What 
does archaeology have to teach us about early Israelite 
religion? And what do recent excavations have to teach us 
about early Israelite origins in Canaan? Those who attend 
Explorations in Joshua will be challenged both to think about 
this biblical book in new ways, and also to broader 
understanding of Joshua’s God. 

Who should attend? 

How You Will Benefit:  
• Learn the key focus of 

the book of Joshua  

• Discover how the 
archaeology of the main 
cities of the conquest 
relates to the biblical 
account 

• Understand how Rahab, 
a Canaanite prostitute, 
was accepted among the 
Israelites 

• Hear keys  for 
understanding the 
violent passages in 
Joshua  

• Fid out what the book 
of Joshua means for 
Christians today 

What will be Covered: 
• The purpose of the book 

of Joshua 
• The problem of war, 

conquest, and genocide 
• The stories of Rahab 

and Achan 
• The archaeology of the 

major cities of the 
conquest 

• The archaeology of Mt. 
Ebal  

Explorations in Joshua

Ralph K. Hawkins holds a Ph.D. in Biblical & Near Eastern Archaeology from Andrews University, is Professor of 
Religion at Averett University, and is Co-Director of the Jordan Valley Excavation Project (www.jvep.org). He also holds a 
Doctor of Ministry from the School of Theology at the University of the South, and has served as pastor in numerous 
congregations over the last twenty-five years.

  Anyone fascinated by Joshua’s 
battles or troubled by its violence, 
anyone intrigued by early Israelite 
origins or questions about its 
archaeology, anyone who wonders 
how God can create a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation and yet 
welcome a Canaanite prostitute 
among its ranks will benefit from 
these studies of ancient text of 
Joshua.


